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A Happy New Year to all who use the website and welaol Lightweight News. Our serious veteran
rides in Cambridge area start in February so we have a short while to check over the collection. Just
at this moment we have no real projects on as | am trying to sap many further acquisitions since

we needto contract rather than to expand.
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By Geoff Waters

Unless othervgie stated each question countsnarks
Answers and score ratieg@t the end

Total 50 marks

1. The AfricaAmerican cyclist who won the worfitofessional sprint title in 1899 was:
a) George Banker b) John Nelson c) Bobby Walthour Sr. d) Major Taylor
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a) Il Corriereb) La Gazzetta dello Sport ¢) La Settimane d) Bicisport

3. Who was th@ritish cyclist who won the first Bordea®aris road race in 1891?
a) James Moore b) G.P. Mills ¢) Arthur Linton d) Jimmy Michael
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tandem sprint silver medal?
a) Cennis Horn b) Ernie Chambers c) Bill Harvell d) Frank Southall
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leader?
a) 1908b) 1912¢) 1919d) 1923
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the 1950s?
a) Oscar Plattner b) Antonio Maspes c) Mario Ghella d) Arie Van Vliet e) Jef Scherens

7. Which one of the following was an indoor Parisidodm®me?
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a) Match sprint b) Individual Pursuit ¢) Madison d) Stayer e) 1000 metres TT



9. After Hetchins (23 models), whisithe most numerous brand of lightweight exhibited in
WwSIFRSNE .A1S4aQ 2y (GKS /ftlFraarl [AIKGGSAIKGA 6503
a) Ephgrave b) Hobbs of Barbican c) Gillott d) Claud Butler e) Holdsworth

10. What is the surname of the two famous Belgian cycling brothers hiddde following?
MIND CAV KEEL
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a) Beryl Burton (GB) b) Elise Jacobs (Luxembourg) ¢) Yvonne Reynders (Belgium)

12. Which one of the following classics did Tom Simpson not win?
a) Tour of Lombardy b) BordeaBaris c) Tour of Flanders d) MH&an Remo
e) ParisRoubaix

13. Which one of the following Italian cyclists never won the UCI world professional road race title?
a) Alfredo Binda b) Fausto Coppi ¢) Gino Bartali d) L&ueaa e) Ercole Baldini

14. Which one of the following professional road teams did Eddy Merckx never ride for?
a) Molteni b) Faema c) Brooklyn d) Peugeot

15. Which Australian cyclist won the world amateur match sprint title in 1949, the world amateur
pursuit title in 1950 and the world professional pursuit titles in both 1952 and 19537
a) Russell Mockridge b) Hubert Opperman c) Dunc Gray d) Sid Patterson

16. Which one of the following steel lightweight tube sets was not made by Columbus?
a) Max b) Recalrc) AIR d) Matrix e) Speedstream
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Vivié (18531930), advocated the use of derailleur gears and championed:
a) Strict amateurism b) Cycle touring ¢) Roax trialling
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a) 48 b) 49 ¢) 50 d) 51
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19. Which one of the following derailleur gear systems was made in Italy?
a) Huret b) Simplex ¢) Gian Robert d) Zeus e) Osgear

HNnd ¢KS Walft @SNy {GFND A&a | fAIKGS6SAIKEG odzAftd Ay
a) New Zealand b) Canada c) Australia d) South Africa
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a) Constrictor b) Holdswortt) JP Routens d) Ron Kitching

HH® Ly 6KAOK &SFNJgla GKS tS3ISYRINE W/ 2LILIA aSSia
a) 1956 b) 1957 c) 1958

23. What is the first name and surname of the famous Italian lightweight frame builder hidden in the
following?
NOT CONES GALORE



24. What was the official name of the controversial South African stage race first held annually
during the apartheid era in defiance of the international ban by both the UCI and the IOC?
a) Wynland b) Panorama c) Rapport d) Argus

25. Ona lightweight machine with a 72 degree head angle, if the front forks are changed from one
pair with a rake of 3 inches on its blades to another pair of forks with a rake of one and a half inches,
GKS YIOKAYSQa WéeNdingtern@endyy R (Kdza AdGa asStT¥

a) Increases b) Decreases

Answers at end of this newsletter (no cheating!)

I have recently seenletails of two L'Eroica style rides to be held in the UKiasglems to me as if
organisers ardérying to "out roughroad' the Italians. L'Eroica was started many years ago when
there were proposals in Italy to tarmac over the white roadsstrada bianca' as they are known.
The event was a form of protest to draw attention to what was propased whichactionwas
opposed by traditionalists The rest is history and the event now draws some 5000 entries every
year.

The essence of the event to me is the gathering of so many bike classic bike enthusiasts in one place
and the way the Italians can give their whaleartedsupport to the cycling event in their village and

the surrounding area. No "No L'Eroica here" stickers in the windows and no "Lycra Lout Hooligans
should be Barred" headlines in thédcalversion of the tabloidgif such a thing exists which | hope

does not).

If | was organising such an event | wouldn't consider it essential to find the roughest roads in the
vicinity on which to hold it but maybe incorporate a few reasonableadfl sectionsf that is what

people want. Having read descriptions of events to be held in the UK | am put off by the suggestions
that a special bike should be built for the event. In Italy | would guess that a majority of entrants
complete ona classic lightweighand many ride lightweight wheels and tulahich always seem to

cope with the rough terrain

One of the UK versions is using miles of disused railway lines which can be fine if they have been
improved for road use but they can be very jarring and destvacti have riddeon some such lines
across moorsn a mountain bike and found it very technical and demanding of the machine. Does
anyone have experience of the lines proposed for use in the Bakewelhaxtgeaf

I guess | don't need to tell you thedughtstuff is not my idea of pleasure on a bikgive me smooth
tarmac any day which may be why we spend so much time cycling on the beautifully smooth roads
of Bavaria. Having said that | know many who enjoy the challenge ofgiufftand a very good

friend is President of the Rough Stuff Fellowship which specialises in this aspect of the sport.

We recently hacda cycling holiday in Germany, staying on the shore of Bodensee and close to the
border with Austria.From heretiisalsoquite possibled cycle on throgh Austria and into
Switzerland the first time we did it we forgot passporend Switzerland is outside the Eurozone!



Luckily we were able to cydmckthrough the border post without being checked but it was a

lesson learned. Anothevay to dothis touris to cycle round the lakiarough Austrigo Switzerland

and then catch a boat back acrdkg lake to the village we stag which takes about an houBeing

a very cycldriendly area the boats are very cooperative and on one journey (we have been several
years) they had more bikes thatlocated space so the extra onasre all put into the dining room,

not a thing you would expect in the UKwas interesting to see the crew organise this as they asked
everyone where they were going to and then loaded the bikes in reverse order so that when the ship
docked in the port the right bikes were ready to be takenfio$t.

Patricia in typical AIIg o, |ss mountains |ackground bd see
At the risk of boring you with our holiday snaps, | have added some more images
of Bodensee and Allgau to the end of the newsletter(after the quiz answers)

This year we found that we spent more time inland in bieawutifularea known as Allgau witidgs

hilly and very picturesque. Boften dropped back down to the lakeside in the late afternoon for a
nice ‘cuppaand a cake at the lake edge at Bregenz in AastBregenz is famous for its 'floating'
opera stage jutting out into the lake with the auditorium seating on dry land. For every production
they produce amazing giant sets which take your breath away.

The image belows notavery goodexampleas it dbesn't have people to show the scale hatgive
you some idea, you can see thant auditoriumseating 700@nd any of the cast on the green area
would look like ants in this vieifithe stage For more images of this amazing place see this link:

http://laughingsquid.com/themarvelousfloating-stageof-the-bregenzfestivatin-austria/



http://laughingsquid.com/the-marvelous-floating-stage-of-the-bregenz-festival-in-austria/

What | did notice was that nearly every local bike we sawhercycle patkaround the lake was

equipped with disc brakes. Discs seem to have made a great leap forward in the last couple of years
and my ideal winter bike would have them fitted to save that filthy gunge which seems to

materialise on the rims in wateather which makes it impossible to repair a puncture without filthy
hands (and often clothes). | do kndlsat sane people carry rubber gloves for this emergency but |

find they really hinder the repair, especially replacing the tyre which | aim toitthow recourse to
leversand the rubberto-rubber contact makes getting the tyre onto the rim quite difficult.

More leading lightweightnanufacturers are fitting discs their top rangebikes these days but the
fact that they cannot be used the top internationalroad racesas they are banned by the U€l
obviously a drawback. | think that a lovely racy carbite with discs looks so sledlnever realised
how obtrusive the stirrups looked until they weren't there. Some builders are now incdnpgithe
conventionalfront brakestirrupsinto the aerodynamics of the fork, some at the front, some at the
rear. This also results in that sleek look, especially if the rear brake is hidden behind the bottom
bracket on the chainstay$hwarted by the ban on discs, some manufacturers are trying out
hydraulic operation in placef@ables on conventional brakes far | haven't tried this seip and to
tell the truth my only disc brake experience has been on a mountain bike severabgeaid/e
missed the boat with our folding holiday bikes, the Airnimatsyahad them severajearsbefore
they became available with the disc option.

We areredudng the size of our collection due to lack of storage sp&me sale provisat the end of
the list. It is really hard to decide which should go and which should stay but after much thought we
have decided on the followinigr now.

1951 Hobbs Raceweigh24" framewith the classidixed-wheel build of Conloy road sprint rims on
Harden largeflange D/F hubs 40/32 built with 15/17 double butted spokes. BSA chainring with
Brampton B8 pedals (Christophe clips), GB alloy Spearpoint stem with early Maes bars with ferrule.
GB brake to front Wweel. A classic 50s build. (see Readers' Bikes) £850



1950Ephgrave No. 120%" frameFiamme sprint rims built with 15/17G spokes onto Harden Bacon
Slicer largdlange hubs, Chatdrea round crankinglechainset on Chater BB. Simplezfeed Tour

de France gear, GB alloy Spearpoint steith the rare Capo &ta bars, Mansfield laced saddd

£1400 with option of Fiamme sprint rims ¢me rare classiéirlite smaliflange QR hubs (in lieu of
Fiamme on Hardens) for £1300

1944/5 Bates BARL9Y," frane, Fiamme sprints on Airlight largange hubs, Chatdrea single
chainset with round cranks, Simplexsgeed Tour de France gears , very rare early Blgl®rs and
stirrups, GB alloy Spearpoint stem with the very rare Capo Berta brakes, Brooksl@&5 £4200

Two others mayvell join the list soon, my 194@&eldedMercianand my24" orangeFlying Scot (not
Patricia's) which are both in Readers' Bikes on the website.

| also have a Rotrax La Premiere on fixed, fitted with optional mudguards for fid®8pecification

is not identical to the entry in Readers' Bikekave an optional 27" Sturmey FM wheel which | could
substitute for the D/F for an extra £50. | did have the Rotrax built toStusmeyspecification

before | became slightly obsesbwith riding fixed!

If anyone has an Italian classic (59cm) and wished to acquire a UK classic of thelta®s peahaps
we could talk. ldeal would be a Colnago Master Olympic frame/machine of just about any age, but
other Italian classics considered.

At this stage we can only cope with sales where the bikes are picked up here in Cenibied

would obvioudy do all we could to make this easier you if youare able to considethis
arrangement.We realise that this condition severely limits sale options but if this does not work we
will have to consider a different avenue of sale.

Marten Gerritsen(http://www.m-gineering.nl/)points out You write in the latest Cambridge
Lightweight News that SA sprocket washers are unavailable. Hoythegrare still a current SA
part, with part no. HMW 127 0010. OP. Anyone dealing in SAsduould be able to gehém. Isell
them for about£l /each.

Paul Gittinscomments:

David Toppings piece on Campag QR's caught my eye especially when he mentions the lever being
on the gear mech side and this being unusuédwever, when you look at photos of Copft. in

the early days of using Gran Sport mechs, the QR lever always appears on the mech side. I've always
thought of this as being a bit odd as it gets mixed up with the cable loop etc., tisaeffs a far

more sensible place to put it.

I've attachel a photo of a rear mech that came into the possession of Mark who owns our local bike
shop. Thankfully he is interested in retro bikes and classics and recognised that it could be of
interest. A customer brought it in with a bag full of components askeal if Mark could fit them on

a new bike.They were all a bit rubbishy so Mark said no but asked if he could keep the mech as the
guy said he was going to skip it dlsent photos to Mike at Disraeli Gears and he has-dmng

rather battered and wors for wear whereas this one looks like it's never been used. However, he
says he can't find any info about the brand and I've trawled the web as well to no &kaibnly

thing Mike has found is an Italian Patent application for a bicycle gear chandgmniem dated

1970-72 which seems a bit recent given the styling of the mdth.is this date then why? Looks



like someone trying to reinvent the wheel given that parallelogram designs were industry standard
by then.




FixFree Drive

Bryan Clarke

Does anyone remember the Hixee Drive?

| discovered the pleasure of riding a fixed wheel bike some years after a acquiring my first
fAIKGSHSAIAKEG 6A1S FYR YIe ySOSNI KIS SELISNASYOSR
chrome H E Green road path frame which | bought from Youngs Gietesfhop in the early 1980s.

I quickly found that it was not going to be possible to ride with a single freewheel because the back
bridge was undrilled and very tight against the rear wheel. So with some help | taught myself to ride
a fixed and learnt to love it for many years on thigperb frame.

However, | was already in my 30s and never really felt comfortable running my legs off downhill in
toeclips. So when | saw an advert for the fix free drive | sent off for the brochure although | could
never quite bring myself to actuallyi one sadly.

Devised by a small engineering company in the West Country (who still exist) a simple clutch and
freewhS St 61 a 2 LISNJI ist@dtrigged to énabte thé it X6 Swiitéh from fixed to
freewheel at will. It was designed to fit to yastandard bike or BMX.

Two pagedrom the brochure areshown on the next two pages below:



gear, designed by a cyclist for
cyclists offers a credible alternative
to those not wishing to use the traditional
freewheel or fixwheel — but offers the best
of both worlds.
Simple, stylish and safe the Fix-Free system
makes cycling more pleasurable and suitable
for city —touring or leisure.

RITISH DESIGNED
BRITISH MADE

Fix-Free drive has been designed and
developed by P.F. Welding of Stroud, Glos. to
fill a need in the cycling market for a versatile
system of fix wheel free wheel drive.

With a development period of over 2 years
plus 14 months of intensive bench and road

This unique fix wheel, free wheel hub

tests in the Cotswolds, the
Fix-Free drive has evolved into a high
precision, compact, lightweight unit, proving
far less tiring than the conventional derailleur.
A highly responsive shift from fix wheel to
free wheel and return to fix wheel has been
achieved by finely tuning the fix drive to co-
ordinate with the free wheel ratchet allowing
the cyclist a very fastand responsive ride with
no back lash in the fix position and so making
the cycle very docile in traffic.

Fix free drive is designed to fit on any
standard rear wheel hub providing there is
approximately 47/4in. between rear drop outs,
i.e. same as for standard derailleur blocks. It is
important to note that the Fix Free

unit requires a standard solid axle

672in. long in order to retain the

lever block assembly.

This outstanding Fix-Free drive will

fit any normal frame without using
any added fittings except for cable
clips — once the Fix- Free unit has ;
been properly fitted there is no
maintenance required except for
minimal lubrication and occasional
adjustment of the cable. The eighteen
tooth unit weighs only

440 grams (15.52 0z).

SAFETY POINT if the cable breaks
the unit will return to its normal
free wheel drive.







